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if the family competed in Odysseys: and he would probably
out-do me, he being a scholar.

Even so you have not written any more poems, and don't feel
like it? Ah well. There is always the R.A.F. to fall back upon.
I am ever astonished at the chance given us. For thousands of
years nature has held this mastery of the last element in her lap,
patiently waiting for our generation, and you and I are of the
lucky ones chosen.

By this lyric outburst you will understand that this morning
I was hut orderly, and got checked for dull brass door-knobs:
though I had really cleaned them: but a foggy sea-coast station
does not deserve brass anywhere.

Some day spur yourself to write something. There was hope
in your Engines. Yours,                                               T.E.SHAW.

447 :   TO FLIGHT LIEUTENANT W. E. G. BEAUFORTE-GREENWOOD
18 .vi. 31                                                                              Mount Batten
Dear Flight Lieutenant Beauforte-Greenwood, Here is an ad-
vance copy of the last notes upon R.A.F. 200. I see that in all I
have written you almost a book upon the boat and her engines.1
It has been interesting and difficult, and therefore I am very
grateful to you for giving me the chance of doing it. This is the
third good job I have had in the R.A.F.
You have been very kind in appreciating our work, and the
letter received from Coastal Area about Corporal Bradbury
should do him good in his trade, I feel particularly pleased about
the whole affair, because it has meant our getting so good a boat
so quickly.
She left yesterday for Calshot, but got only to Portland. I
fancy that big-ship sailors are not always happy in little boats.
The water conditions were suitable to a fast run, like what we
had in Lyme Bay. The first dent in her beauty was made by Wing
1 Lawrence's report deals exhaustively with the hull, engines, steering, fuel-system,
controls, electrical equipment, instruments, maintenance and handling under all weather
conditions of the type of boat in question. It is a masterpiece of technology, running to
some eighty foolscap pages.